
NEW YORK HERALD.
Mill tOKDOl ¦II1IT*.

PBOPBIKTOB AND RDITOB.

.moa ¦ v. mbmbb » fultoh abb uiuo rtb.

Vtluum .Ir« »

UlUtUlim THIS BVBNIMG.

BOW1ST muni, B«w»iy.Writing ok thi Wall
Huiuiiixo Koi on Diamoed.

¦O&DT&T TIliTU, Bt«k4«my.Tw» Bouiim-
.tlii.ACI' u» TUI UAAUU.

JWBOK'B THI 4TRK, Cbubm «tmv- Com boy of
Bit bore.Advbutieimo roa a Wife- Touple*

BATIOBAL THBATBB, C'hEthAI*
I« UK >1IV. t:r>ll|'D«OLl TOU'l

WALLACES TntATRI. *»o.4i»Er-Ci eiobitibe of Li-
Tti.nuta Laugh Vhh You Ci« Bore Blunders
than Ore.

BWBBICAN BTTH»!fm-Af»«*ii»<<R-UoT Com*. Brtaiag
. hostnsuN C'Ruooe Baiob Jose*' Coubtehif.

ItliDWAF BBJHAQ.MUB.Siammb Twin¦ AND Flu

¦OWIRT tVFBITHBATBB, IT B*W«j..B^ubbtbiae

anrsTrs a««*ica.n orntk. houm, an Br**a-
*»».. iTHioriAa Bblodibe by Cbbiitt'i Uiairaau.

WOOD'S BIK8TBBLS, W.od'i Miutdl HaU, 444 BroAd
MB Btiuofiah XiamcuT.

BtTGBLBY'S OPBRA HOUSE, IK BnU«t).-lv«l-
jn'I Bvhiofiab Ofeba Tboufe.

BAHTARD'B GBOBABA, Hi Br«AdWAy.-Pa «obA«A
. TEa IIoly Laud.

BKBNISH QALLBBT, MS BroA4wmj-I>*y BB« Brmia*-

OB BLITB.Btuttb*a»t Iaimur*.M Bmlnj

A04DBKT HALL, K3 BtoMnf.-PBMAa'i Gift Bb-
Bii.e Bibbob.on of tub Seven

CHAPBL, 718 Broadway..Jorbi' Pantoeoofb.

TU WORLD m B1BIATUBB.Broadway, eoraor «f

BBYAN GALLERY OP CBHiariAN ART-S43 Broad
W»J.

lew York, Fi idmy, JanuAry 0. 1854.

The Kewi.
By way of Halifax we bave the startling an-

nouucpniint that the new steamship Ban Francisco,
which left thin port on the 21st ult., with some five
handled soldiers, besides a large number of officers,
their families and otbor passengers, was fallen in
with, completely disabled, five days afterwards, in
1st. 38 20, Ion. 69. Her deckn were swept and boats
(rone. We are informed that this intelligence has
created great exoitement in Waehiogton, and that
the Secretary of War immediately ordered a mer¬

chant steamer to be chartered and sent to the relief
of the Ban Francisco. The Secretary of the Navy
will also order several revenue cutters to proceed in
aearch of the reported wreck; but, in reply to the re-

f iest ef Senator _Gw n, was forced to make the
mortifying acknowledgement that there was not a

government steamer in any of the ports lit to be
¦ 'Lt oi the voyage of meny. The San Francisco
ws a new ani staunch built vessel, and well
QTc r.d.circ m*tanc*8 that would strengthen
the hcp» that tboae on board would eventually
mach th >ir homes in safety. She was destined for
Sen Francisco, via the Btraits of Magellan, touching
at R o Janeiro, Valparaiso and Acapulco. She had
oo board Companies A, B, D, G, H, I, K and L of
the Third regiment of United Suites Artillary.
These companies, with the non-commissioned staff
and band of tbe regiment, constituted a force of
about five hundred men. Among her passengers
were Mr. George Aspinwall, Capt. J. W. T. Gardi¬
ner, or tbe First dragoons, who intended to join his
regiment in California, and Lieut F. K. Murray, of
the navy, who intended to joiu the squadron at Rio,
also the following list of army officers and their

Lok*«l William Gafei, commanding regiment.
«aj r and Hrrvflt Lieut. Colonel J. 51 Washington.
Major Charles 8 Merchant.
Burgton K 8 8atierl»e.
Asslataat VutfoD H R Wir?i
First Lieat. 8 I Fremont, Regimental Quartermaster

a*>d AeHig Adjutant.
First I.lrnt L. Ixi-»er, Act rg A'aiatant Omraiwarr.
Capt an<i Brevet I !«nt Jt kmal M. Darke, ommaaiiiig

Sam puny I.
_

Cap-. and Brent Major George Tijlor, coxmudiog
Company A.

Oapt. and Brrjet Dr. or F 0. Wyne, commanding Com
pa»y D.

Oapt. H. B. .?ndd, "omroan'ing detaohmtnt of recruits
to sot *t' tMte C^mpartat R ami 1..

Firs: I ient. and Brevet Ua;>lain H B. Field, csmiaaad-
teg fdniracy K

Flret I ient W. A Winder commanding Company 0.
Flr»t I,lent C 8 Winder, commanding Cimpany H.
Vint lient R. H. Smith.
¦seoed lient J Van Voa't.
B e*et ?eco*d I. eat. J 6 Ch»nd:«r
OCoei* f. milieu. Mrs. Gate* and t*tree children. M =»

Darter. Mr- Merchant ac<l two ch<1d-en, Mian Valeria
Merchant, lira. (haaa end «nn 14 -h Kr«monX and three
.hil^rrn. Mn. V eaer, XifH Eatoa, Mrs. Taylor, Mrs. VCyne
aad child, Mrs. Jndd.
We annex a list of tbe officers of the San Fraa-

J. T. Wa'klne. Commander. A An rhinVck. lit Engineer.
Blward Melius, l»t ( flics-. Ju Fa:n«worth Ud do
Oeo. OratUn. 2d do. Davit Dunham, 3d do.
Ch* F Ea rton. 3<i do. .Tamaa Crraby, 2d »!<>.
John 4th do. R. Donaghan. 3d do.
J. W. Marshall, Chi'f Eng'r. C Htflmtn, 8d do.

Advices from Barrlngton, N. S., to the 3d Inst.,
confirm tbe report of the wreck of the ship Stafford-
A're, and the loss of over one hundred lives
Two boats had been pickcd up, containing forty four
persons, including the four mates, who state that
Captain Richardson and all the others left on board
went down with the vessel. We published a list ol
her pastei>gers yesterday.
The steamship Empire City, bound from New

Orleans, via Havana, to this port, went ashore on

Barnegat last Tuesday night. All ber passengers,
with their baggage, were landed in safety, as will be
seen by the report elsewhere.
We have some additional and quite interesting

political and commercial news brought from Europe
by the steamship Canada, at Halifax. One of the
most striking feature of this intelligence is the
antiouacement that a Russian squadron arrived at
Japan on the 22d of August, was received most cor

dially, and has since regained there. This looks
queer. There is nothing of special moment relative
ti the war question. The Rtusians, i; will be seen,
were rejoicing moat boisterously over their reported
victories in Asia.

& The steamship Illinois arrived yesterday, with the
passengers, mails, and treasure of the wrecked
steamship W Infield Scott. The mails from San
Fiaaciaoo are to the 7th nit., being just one week's
later advices than previoualy received by the North-
am Light. From the papers we have gleaned some

additional items of intelligence relative to politics,
judicial decisions, murders, lynching, Indian diffi¬
culties, Ac., which, together with the lists of mar

rlages and deaths, will be found vary entertaining,
particularly to thoee having frieadf in that section
tf the continent.
Governor Stevens, aciompanled by his artist,

¦cached Fort Vancouver abent the middle of Decem¬
ber, and shortly after left for his' post in Washing¬
ton Territory. He is quite confident that the route
he has travelled is feasible for a railroad track; and
cm of his assistants, Capt. McClelland, who at last
accouata was in charge of the greater part of the
. mpeay, reports that be has surveyed two rates
through the Cascades, both of whioh are pracMcabte
for the contemplated road.
Every arrival ftnm Orepon brings accounts of the

destruction of the homea of the white settlers by
the Indians. AU the tribes, with the exception of
the lilack/ee'. and the Shokaus, both of whoa Gov.
Bterers represents as friendly, aeetn to have leagued
together with the view oT driving the pale faces
lr>m ihe country. Disease and mirfortane, however,
have so thinned out the various bands of ml
sen on the western side of the Rocky mountains
that they are nearly powerless in battle, and can

now only commit havoc by suddenly descending
spoil tie unwary settler, burning his cabin, mnrder-

ing his wi/e and little ones, aod driving off his stock.
Jue Illinois ban supplied us with late intelligence

from Australia and ^outb at>d Central America, foil
<k ta Is of which are given elsewhe.e. The newt

from Melbourne aad Sydney shows that, although
trade waa dnll, gold was as abundant as ever, and

l eopic were poom g in froa all quarters of the

to procure tUfr»haw Of it. Our Peruvian

eorresp <mdent gives the particulars .( the difficulty
with Bolivia, is or opinion that a general row wfll
she /tiy commence, and winds up with the remark
tl.at the guano at the Chinrha Islands will last
/or thirty years.

, The political news from Washington to-day is in.
Uresting but not important Much anxiety exists to
get a glimpse at the treaty known to have been ne

gotiated by Minister Gadsden with Mexico; but the
administration seems disinclined to gratify either
Congressmen or any body else with regard to this
matter. The House of Representatives spent the
whole of yesterday in debating the resolution ten¬
dering thanki and a gold medal to Capt Ingraham.
Borne of the speeches on the occasion were very
piquant. The Senate, after a tension of twenty
minutes, adjourned till Monday.consequently little
was done in that body. General Cass will give his
views upon the Clayton and Bulwer treaty next
Tuesday.
The Legislature is not yet fairly under way.

In the Senate notice wai given of a bill to establish
a commission to report upon the encroachment* of

the harbor of New York. The resolution providing
for the completion of the canais was amended, and
referred to the Committee on Canals. Bills were in*

i troduced to prevent the sale of intoxicating liquors
as a beverage; al">o in relation to charges of attor¬
neys in this city in ceitain cases. In the Assembly,
so much ot the Governor's message as relates to
temperance was referred to a select committee. Bills
were presented to legalize primary elections, and
make the office of Chief of Police of this city elective
by tbe people. Our readers are referred to the let¬
ter of our correspondent at Albany for more extend¬
ed remarks on the doings of the " asiembled wis¬
dom.''
The latest intelligence concerning the difficulties

between the railroad company and the authorities or
Erie, Pa., is in the highest degree gratifying. A
despatch from Pittsburg states that pDceedings were
had yesterday before Juoge lr*in, of the Unifed
States District Court, which resulted in the sen¬
tence of one of the Harbor Crfek rioters, nam ">d
John Kirkpatrick, to imprisonment. The Judge
also issued an order placing the railroad in the pos¬
session of the United States Marshal to enforce the
injunction. Thus it seems at last the authorities a -e
determined to act with decision; and it is to be
hoped that the influential insti. at >rs of this out¬
rageous lawlessness, as well as their deluded ab- V
tors, will be brought to condign punishment. In con¬
nexion with this subject we publish an interesting
article, going far back r to the causes of these trou-
b'es. as far back as the "good old colony times" .
and coining down to the present day, but which fails

in presenting sufficient justification for the lamenta¬
ble and disgraceful occurrences which have been
enacted.

Several members of the New York County Medi¬
cal Society met last evening in the Crosby street
college, pursuant to previous notice. A quorum not
being present, the meeting was adjourned until next
Wednesday night.

Professor James Renwick delivered an interesting
and instructive lecture last evening before the mem¬
bers of the Mechanics' Institute, upon the " History,
State, snd Prospects of the Harbor of New York.''
We give a report of the lecture.
The Board of Aldernen met at five o'clock last

evening, and transacted a large amount of routine
business with vciy Utile debate. There were five co i-

mncicatioDS read from his Honor the Mayor, in eauh
of which be conveyed a veto upon some act, resolu¬
tion or ordinance of the late Board, as will be seen

from the papers, which are printed in txtenso in our

official report. He thus vetoed the resolution and
ordinance permitting the New York and Harlem
Railroad Company to put down rails in Crosby, Etm
and other streets; a resolution assigning two rooms

over Essex market to the Commissioner of Streets
and Lamps; a resolution to provide a three story
house for the use of Hose Company No. 60; a re*o
lutioa providing better accommodation for Ho»e
Company No. 6; and a resolution authorizing the
Commissioner of Streets to investigate the claims of
all contractors for the charges of grading, gravelling,
&c., the new Central Park, and certify to the Comp¬
troller the sums to be paid. Upon reading ttyin
last named document, it will be found that the
reasons assigned by tbe Major for hia dissent are

very forcible. The annual report of the Public Ad¬
ministrator was presented, but not read. It was or
dered to be printed. It was alio ordered that the
Chief Engineer of the Fire Department do report
upon the present strength of the entire force, and
whether it was or was not.too extensive, and, alio, if

a consolidation of companies may not be ordered
with advantage, particularly in the Seventh and
Eighth districts.
The Board of Councilman, after a protracted se¬

ries of balloting!, about midnight succeeded in elect¬
ing Mr. Edwin J. Brown, whig, of the Forty first
district, as President. Notice was given that tbe
seats of three or four members were to be contested,
after which the Board adjourned till this evening.
See the official and special reports for the speech of
the President, the -schedule of balloting*, Ac.
We annex a brief list of the contents of to-day's

pages:.Late news from the Bahamas, New Mexico
and El Paso; the Spoils Cabinet, and Colt's Patent;
Decisions in the Court of Appeals; Important Deci¬
sions in tie Supreme Court, ralatlve to the Action
of Police Justices; Admiralty Decision in the United
States District Court; Proceedings of the Court of
Sessions; Organization of tbe new City Government
of Brooklyn; Democratic Senatorial Caucus at Al¬
bany; Financial and Trade Reports, Including many
important commercial statistics, Ac.
British and American Diplomacy In Central

American Affairs.
The recent debate in the Senate has once

more drawn public attention to the subject of
the Clayton-Bulwer treaty.. At the time that
document was first made public the organs of
the government claimed for Mr. Clayton a very
high degree of credit for the astute diplomacy
it displayed on his part, and complacently voted
themselves public thanks for having, as they
said, extinguished the English protectorate in
Central America. Those of our readers who
can recollect events so far back, will remember
how perseveringly we combated this impres¬
sion. We declared our conviction, at the
time the treaty made its appearance, that Mr.
Clayton had been duped, and that Bulwor
had contrived to convey into the document
a double meaning, of which Great Britain
wonld not fail to take advantage. There
were many at that time who ascribed the tenor
of cur comments on the treaty to personal
malice and reckless animosty to the govern¬
ment. just as, at the present time, scores of peo¬
ple believe that our opposition to General
Pierce arises from personal disappointment r»r

other discreditable causes. Then, as now, how¬
ever, we withstood tbe invectives of the govern¬
ment organs, and resolutely persisted in pro¬
nouncing the treaty to be a fallacy and a snare

from beginning to end. The publication of the
correspondence between Lord Clarendon and
Mr. Marcy shows that we were right. Through¬
out the negotiation, Sir Henry Bulwer hood¬
winked his untagonist. and despite all the asser¬

tions of the Taylor organs of that day, it is now
clear tllat tbe whole question will need to be ro-

discu.^sed. and the battle with British diplomacy
fought over again.
A singular thing it is, in truth, to see how

completely tbe Taj lor administration and every
subsequent Cabinet have been duped in relation
to Central American affairs. Not one of our

Secretaries since 1849 appears to hale had the
slightest glimmering of light on the subject.
Tbe only man who seems to have understood
the question, and to hare aannmed the ground
towards England which the United States

ought to occupy, wu Mr. Sgulers, who was re-
moved by Mr. Clayton,, probably because he did
see the true bearings of the dispute, and reso¬

lutely net himself to counteract the intrigues of
Chatfield, the British agent With thiB single
exception, all our statesmen, as well demo¬
cratic as whig have been so busy in portioning
out ihejmblic plunder and satisfying greedy
confederates, that they havejnever had time or
inclination to study the Central American
problem. The consequence has been that the
duplicity of Chatfield and the intrigues of Bul-
wer have been perfectly successful, and that,
ever since the execution of the Clayton treaty,
the British influence in Central America has
steadily progressed, and her agents have lost
no opportunity of strengthening their position
and consolidating their power.

Precisely similar reasons to those which first
directed our attention to Central America now

give it peculiar importance in the eyes of Great
Britain. We thought little of it before the an¬

nexation of California and the discoveries of
gold indicated the necessity of our seenring
free and safe inter-oceanic routes of travel^Since
then Australian gold has materially altered the
views of England. She has now as lively an

interest in securing a right of way aoroes the
Isthmus as we have. Hence her determined
rivalry with us for the privilege and the im¬
munities flowing therefrom. Had Mr. Clayton
been a man of equal diplomatic skill to Sir
Henry Bulwer the matter would have been
settled long ago. He was not; and his intel¬
lectual deficiencies were aggravated by mental
prc-occupatlonB which entirely prevented his
giving to the negotiation the study it deserved.
In one word, at the time the treaty was made,
Mr. Clayton, like Mr. Marcy now, was too busy
in dividing the spoils and fighting down the
opposition of the Herald, to think seriously of
the abiding interests of the country. He was

tco deeply concerned in defending his adminis¬
tration from the assaults of public opinion to
attend to inter-oceanic routes and privileges.
We regret to say that we anticipate no better

fortune from the hands of the present Cabinet.
Mr. Marcy has neither the talent nor the dis¬
position to plunge into the labyrinth and un¬
ravel the tangled web of Central American
diplomacy. His dtbut in foreign policy was a

pettifogging plagiarism from Daniel Webster;
and he bad not even courage and consistency
enough to maintain the doctrines of the Koszta
letter for three consecutive months. It is doubt¬
ful, in fact,whether we ever had so ignorant and
so incapable a Secretary as this same Mr.
Marcy. During the whole course of a long po¬
litical life he has never evinced an aptitude for
anything higher than apportioning spoils or

healing dissensions in his party in this State, at
a sacrifice of principles, or lobbying for claims,

patents, and othar fit* Murces of profit in Wash¬
ington. To expect from such a man a settle¬
ment of the Central American difficulty would
be simply absurd.
Commencement of tub Spoils Legislation.

We have already given some intimation of the
extraordinary prizes, in the shape of spoil*,
which are now being held up to the dazzled
gaze of our legislators and their fridnds at

W aahington prizes which, in the aggregate,
far exceed the mines of California ia wealth and
promise. We have also drawn attention to the
herds ol' lobby agents, speculators, and other
parties, interested in railroads, lines of steam¬
ers. government appropriations, &c., now con-

giegated in the vicinity of Pennsylvania ave¬
nue. It would seem, however, if the organ of
the administration and the kitchen cabinet is
to be believed, lhat most of these people will
lose their time, for the exemplary brotherhood
whose mouthpiece it is intend to take the busi¬
ness into their own hands. The members oftho
Cabinet, assisted by their kitchen allies, pur¬
pose entering the field as lobby agents; and it
cannot be doubted that their superior influence
and facilities will soon give thjjin a monopoly of
this branch of trade.
The first symptom of this new movement of

the Cabinet and their allies appears in an able,
clcar, and well reasoned article, in the Union,
in favor of the renewal of Colt's famous patent
lor firearms. Mr. Colt's application for snch
renewal has already been reported on to the
House, and a bill for his roMef introduecd and
twice read. Now that the administration has
undertaken to lobby for him there cannot be a

doubt of its passing.
We give elsewhere extracts from the Union

article, which serve to show the zeal manifested
by the Cabinet in this matter, and add to them
the report oi Mr. Mason, Commissioner of Pa¬
tents, refusing, for grounds fully and elabor¬
ately stated, the extension solicited by Mr. Colt
under the present law. From this report it would
appear that, under his present patent, without
further extensions, Mr. Colt would derive from
his invention a profit which could hardly fall
short ot two millions of dollars. > renewal,
therefore, such as contemplated by the bill for
his relief, and supported bo energetically by the
Union, would probably add to these enormous
gains some five or six additional millions. This
item will serve to show the value of the patent
and other " diggings " now being explored and
wrought at Washington, and will give us an

insight into the motives which induce the
kitchen cabinet to use its influence to reverse
the decision of the Commissioner of Patents.
Taking Colt?s case as a criterion, the proba¬

ble value of the spoils legislation which will
come before Congress during the present ses¬
sion may be estimated somewhat as follows
Actf.KICirK V/LC* AM) AMOt-.1T OF *!W TO Rt pABrtD I'M

irr Oo5( Rfna nriroo this Swi<w.
Twenty pafcnti, vkrytDf Irom one million to

flta miliioci 1Mb $5 ) 000 000
Fiftetn or t*«nty railroad pr"\j»it» wnotdne

<k nation* of fiiblis laoda 160 Billions of
acres.worth »t l»a*t 3V TOO, "00

Appropriation* for tba foie nx«nt 60 000 0 0
Tii~ mrplna meat*, to b« iliapoMd of ia
rom* *»J 30 0c0 000

Total *430,MO 000
Innocent people out of Washington suppose

that the President's message and the various
reports of the departments are the only matters
of importance which engage the attention of
Congress, and require to be discussed and voted
on by members. It is well that this juvenile
delusion should be corrected. The proceedings
ot Congress, if confined to political discussions
and debates on thes« documents, would be line
the play of Hamlst without the part of Hamlet.
The real pith and marrow of the Congressional
basinets are the private applications for spoils.
This year, for instance, the applications for re¬

newal of patents, the applications for aid to
railroads, the government appropriations,
and the disposal of the surplus revenue,
will involve spoils legislation to the
amount of some flvo hundred million*
of dollars. This is the sum which lies un¬
der the control of the present administration.
This it is which gives them the influence,
strength and power, necessary to carry any
point they pl^*s<? at Washington. Their ml
policy if now announced by their organ, the

Union ; and, with such resources, it will evince
a singular want of management and skill on

tbeir part if they fail " to pais any measure they
wish in both Houses, or to obtain the confirma¬
tion of any appointment, however obnoxious to
the country at large. We have truly a spoils
administration, a spoils Cabinet, and a spoils
Congress.
War with England, France and Spain..

This great event has begun. M. Soul6, senior,
has opened his batteries upon the Marquis of
Turgot. the French Minister, backed by Lord
Howden the British Minister, and Soul6, junior,
has followed with a cannonade upon the Duke
of Alba, one of the grandees of Spain, and
brother-in-law of the Empress of the French.
Mo damage has yet been done.but the hostili¬
ties have commenced.the cause of the fright¬
ful encounters springs from a lady. We ad¬
mire the spunk displayed by both the Soul 6s,
and will back them to the full extent of one
American fire-eater. The particulars of the
duels have not yet been received; we naall
soon have them, and they will be important.
We did not like the appointment of Soull, but
he has shown so much spirit in defending the
cause of a lady that we are led to say that he
deserves immediate confirmation by the Senate
for his conduct in this matter.

Tiie Administration and Gknkrai. Soott..
The organ of the administration at Washington
has come out in opposition to the passage of the
law which provides for the creation of the rank
of Lieutenant-General, with a view to the con¬
ferring of that title upon (Jen. Scott. We have
seen nothing so utterly mean and contemptible
as this action ofthe Cabinet and its organ againBt
the proposed increase in the nominal rank of

i General Scott in bis old age. W# are persuaded
that, at no period from the Declaration of Inde¬
pendence down to the present time, no Presi¬
dent and no Cabinet could ever have bemeaned
themselves by pursuing Buch a course. We
have something more to say upon this subject
before we have done.

City Reform and toe Common Council..
What has become of all the tremendous quan¬
tity of reform which has been predicted daring
the year past of the present Common Council?
All gone.all exploded.all evaporated.before
the termination of the first week oi their official
existence ; nothing but quarrels, nothing but
splits, broils, and wrangling. A sad and sorry
profpect is before the good city of New York
for the cleaning of her streets, the prevention
of rowdyism, the efficiency of her police, and
the remedying of the thousand other evils from
which we have been suffering lor some time
past.
Using General Wool..Our young cotem-

porary and tender says that we are " using "

General Wool, because we have given on ac¬
count of his recent dinner. Certainly, we ar<?
using General Wool. The country has been
using him to fight its battles for the lost forty
years, and now the people of the country, and
we, as their representative, desire to use him in

a different capacity. Is there any barm in it T

Ocean Penny Postage..Mr. Elihu Burritt,
of Massachusetts, has commenced a movement
in favor of ocean penny postage, and he will
address a meeting to be held at the Tabernacle
this evening. The Mayor of the city will fill
the chair.

Accident on tkc Eric Railroad-A Imuh of
the Locomotive.

?tout 10 o'clock yeaterday morning, the Cincinnati ex-

preea train frein Dunkirk mat with a break down, whioh
threw the whole train eff the tract at a place called
Mar*port, ut, wonderful to relate not a lifewa« lo»t, al«
tbou|b at ftnt It w»n thooght many were iill«d. From
tfce Information reoeteed, we learn that the cau«e of the
accident waa oeeanioned *y the flmge of the locoaotlre
wheel breakieg, which threw It off the track, and in.
itaotly became detached from the baggage car, the
locomotive burying itself in a aand bank, and the bag¬
gage car and train pataed on; the former pitched down
the bask, upeetticg the atore, whioh came near letting
Ore to the ear, had it not been for the baggage matter'*
pronenee 0f micd in throwing enow on tie atOTe, which
extUguiahed the flame* There net e about two hundred
pantes|ere, yet not one waa injure! by the aocident.

Pi rtom'8 TmuTM..Last night a little comedy wax pro
duced at this theatre, entitled "Advertiaing for a Wife,"
it* ohief merit being a d'.tplay of thote varnaUIe power,
for which MUs Robertion ha* gained no threat a celebrity
On the Drat appearance of thU lady, tome soontha ago.
we Informed the public that a new and brilliant ttar bad
suddenly appeared upon oar theatrioal hnrison. That
opin- on ha* been already enthu»la«tlcally endorsed, and
Mils Hobertnon la now established aa unquestionably one

of the greatest comrdientut In our soontry. The sew

piece, laat night can only be called a frame tor thi<
act reta of all work. It la a pretty setting for a little gem

fnriH or a Niw Yorkir..A yonrg man who aa'd hli
narr e wan Henry C. Moi ton, bat whose real na«e wan

supposed to be Henry Cox. and who aald h» redded at No,
89 Leonard afreet, in this city committed suicide at

Eaaton, Pennsylvania, on the 28th nit., by taking lauda-
nnm.

Fxacmora ID VntmsiA .Three exeeations will take

plana to-day in Virginia. Andrew II. Trajrer anl Henry
T. Wilton, for the mtuder oi William Golem in. will be

bung in Stanton, and the negro Charlea, for an attempt
to commit a rape npon a respectable white woman, will
be exeeuted in Jefferson connty.

Marine Attain.
fUriiso of Cai ivomru Stuaji rata .The tteamahlp Ohio,

for Ajpinwail, and the Northern light, for San Juan,
Nicaragua, left port jestcrday. Tae Oh o earriee 710
and th* Northern I.tgh. a lout 600 paaaengeri, fur Call
fore la.
Pun Of J ?M Capta» .Captain Fairbanks, of bark

Snore, frcm Bottoa for Havana, wee taken alek of typhui
fever the day after lent log p rt. The veeeel pat Into

Na*een, N. P , on the 18th December, wh> re Captain 8.
died tn the 21c, and was baried ant day.

tlaval Intelligence.
Amiyal o» a Prizs Slavkh..The achooaar N. H. (Jam-

brill, Lieut. De Camp commanding, at rived at this p-rt
yestertay in OftyUuee dajs from Ioan4o, Soatn Afrise
after having experienced a succession of violent galea,
which stove bulwarks, and did other damage.
The N H O. hsits from Baltimore, la a alaver, and

prise to the V. 8 frigate Ooaetttntkw, Oomm .dor* l«a*o

Mayo, and was captured on the 3d November, off Coo«e
River, aid plaead la charge of Lieut. De Gamp, who

brought her heme.
She brings home tbe cock and oae seaman belonging

to tbe vetiael, also twelve seamen (invalids) from the
>qaadruo The following are tbe name* .

Charlei Johns, boatswale; John H. I'nlver, If aster at-
Arme; .tobn Hay Joseph Dolan, Andrew Aloom, John Ap¬
pleby, Win. Brown, John Ramlrea, Deeto Dalta, CBartea
Toeter. 6 Utile seamen; 8 Iaim, lawisman.
The U. S. ship Mat! >n tailed from ixaaedo Nov. 8, f ir

Beanaelia, all well. The C. 8. frigate Oraa.itatioa weald
sell for Mas rovia and St. Helena In a few earn. The U. 8.
brig Perry was at Monrovia.
Tni assmmcs or Ijarr. Mcmat. IT. 8 N.We hear that

tbe Secretary of tbe Navy, though approving of tbe Sad
lag of tbe reeeat oonrt martial, heu at Boston, Mats ,

npon tbe charge against thl t officer, disapproved th* sen
tenee awarded. It teams that be was trlei for wil'ol dis
obedlenee of orders in nejtlaeting to rep >rt himself for
sea duty as tpedAed in his order*. Tbe Secretary brought
the charges in perawn, and the eourt found him gulltr at

explained above. Taeir aenieaoe was that he sfeonid be
reprimandtd and appended frcm dnty for »ix month*.
The ^eere-arv aa the law* at 4 revelations of the eerviee
authorise hmi to do, baa refuted to sane Ion this paniah
men*, and lia* eubititoted for It a fttrlonsh for a ¦ ear

without pay- The eourt stntenee was, in fact, no penalty
or p .aif..m»t>t, In<"-t4, it involved a great favor to an

officer who dees not like «alt watsr It wa* naithtr more

nor leaa than six mutuu leave on fall i<aj.. WtiAinfftm
81*r.j

Ohltiary.
HfiBA'-* C>vnvtn, editor tso proprietor of the PmnrraUc

Mcmlaril, Akron, Ohio, died ' n tbe 2i)tb alt, of long fever
Mr. Uafteld was oae it the pioMer prtatenof Ohio.

JUuatamt to tlM CtMOMiM ¦ssfisMwg
tits Cuall.

The following ie the amendment te the State con¬
stitution of 1846, adopted J>y both branehen of the
Legislature at the present session, the same amend¬
ment having passed the last Legislature on the 14th
and 16th Jane, 1853, at the extra session:.
Substitute for motion 8 of article 7, the following :
i'ter paying the «ald experts of cuUeatlon, auperin-

denc. sad repairs of lbs canal*. sod la* aami appropri¬
ate by the flr»t an* Moond sections of this article, thai*
sbsli bo appropriated ud set apart in talk Steal year,
out< f the eurp'ue nmsM of the eansls, as a (hiking
food, a (on etifll -lest to pay the internet as it falls due,
and exttsgnbh the principle within eighteen years, of any
loan made under thla section: and if toe said sinking food
rhal not be sufficient to redeem any part of the principal
at the stipulated times of payment, or to pay any part of
the interest of such loaas, an atlpnlated, the means to
attbfy any mod deficiency shall be procured m the credit
o( said rioting fund. After eompl) iog with the foregoing
pro* sims, t <»re shall be pa d annually out of said reie-
aueti, It to the treasury of the State, two hnnared thou-
.sad tfol'era, to defray the neoeaaary expeneee of govern¬
ment. The remainder shall, in eac i Saoal year, be ap
plied to meet appropriation! fir 'lie enlar^euennt and
00 tpletton of the r-anals men'iiaed in thin eecti.>o. ujtil
the »' Id carali shall b* completed. In each ti*3al year
therealter tbe remainder shall be diepMtd of La h i -.h a
maine: an the legislature may direct, but rhsll at no
"time be anticipated or pledged for more thanene Year In
at Tatce. The L-gi Utuie shall anuually, Curing ths
next four rears, eppropriata to tlis er,lu<«aient uf ths
Krie, the OsvegH. the Oayuga and t-"«n«oa canals and
t" the eompleiiou of the Beach River and tieae
see V»l'ey canals, and for the ealargeuient of ths
locks of ths Cham plain canal, whenever, from dilapida¬
te n or iVcar, it (hall be , t-c^m-ry t> rebuild
them, a mm not exceeding two millions two hundrcl snd
filtf thousand dollar*. TLu remain er ot the re«euue<) of
the canals for tbe current Hsoal year in which each ap¬
propriation ie made, shall be applied to meet nuoh appro¬
priation; asd tf the aame shall be deemed in ufficlejt the

1 iigialature shall, at the aan e tcision provide for the de¬
ficiency loan Toe Legislature shell alao b >rro v ons
million five hundred thousand dollar*, to lefund to tho
bodera of teo canal eertlfiuate* issued under the prori-
»U>I>a or chapter 485 of the IxmI tte yea list n.e
¦Di unt r»rstv«"i into the t eisiry the sou But no ia
tereatto accrue after Jnly 1, 1J64, sh«ll be oalil n -u«h
oortiHcatea. The provisions of motion tte've f t i* art\-
elc. requiring eve -y law for borrowiuj inooey to lie »u'i
mitted to tbe people ?hall not »pplj to the ljan.. au.liur
ited bt this i eation. No part of t: e revenue* u '.ho «. n.il>
or of the funds horiowe und»r this Hectiou, .hall '<« j>»M
cr applied up n, or iu conn. <ji»no« of »ov ». It-^e i cm
tTec' mtuie u»d»r chapter 4tf> t' the la*sof the y-ir l-'jl,
except to pay for work done or material* rtn she 1 prlu-
to the first 6By o' June. 1862. Tbe rates of toll <ja e-~ >os
aed property transported on t> e caca'.n -hall not he re
duced below theae for the year 18&2, ex njt -y tie Can*!
Board, with the concurrence of ths LeglgUtuie All cm
trac<s for work or material' on any -a*al sh*'l be mala
with the person who Khali offer to do or provide the atme
at he lo»e»t prio-, with adequate lacunty fjr tliair per-
formase*.
We presume that very f«w persons will attempt

to understand all the provisions of this complicated
amendment, for the drawing of which we think
the Legislative should vote to the iawjer who was its
author, the honor of a leather medal. However, as
it is understood to authorise the Legislature to bor¬
row money sufficient to complete the canals, the peo¬
ple will probably vote for it with nearly the same

unanimity aa the Legislature have at its present ses¬

sion, where it passed with only one negalive in the Se¬
nate, and the same in the Assembly. A plain man ot
common aense would, we think, have drawn the pro¬
posed amendment in nearly the following terms,
which would have answered every purpose desired
b| those who wish the canals completed:.

Article 7 of the constitution U hereby amended so as
to anthoriae tne Legialature to borrow eush sama as may
be nerea»ary to complete the canall of thle 8tat«, notes
Deeding ten millions of dollars ( r the paymout of wiieh
leans, and interest thereon, the canal tsreauea shall be
pledged and appropriated.
Tbe long and tedious amendment above quoted,

however, having twice passed tbe Legislature, at
two successive sessions, agreeably to the provisions
of the constitution, is now to be submitted to the
people, according to article 13 of the constitution,
as follows:.
Any amendment or amendmen' a to thla constitution

may be propored to the Henate and A'<iemily ; ana if th<
same ehall te acreed to by a majority of tbe members
.lected to each of the two houaea, auch prop >aed
amendment or amendment* (ball be entered on their
jourrale, with tbe yeaa and nay a taken thereon, ani re-
lerrtd to tbe L*fia)ature to be caoaen at the next general
election of Senators, and shall be pttb libed for three
monthe preeioi a to the time af makiogaunh choi-e ; and
if in the 1/gu latere so next'ehoaen as afore aid. such
proponed amencment or ametd-nenta >- ball be agree! to
by a majority of all tbr mamberd el«ct<' 1 to eaiu houae
then It absll be tbe doty of tbe Ijeg-rlatnre to auoa.it
such proposed amrndment or amm dm»*ita to th- p»r> 1«.
In anch manner and at such time a* the leglala'nre ahali
prescribe ; asd if the people shall approve and ratify
such smenimtnt cr amendment*, br a raaj irity < f 'be
eisotors quallaed to rote for n embs-a of the Iiegial%-rr>
voting there(id, sush amendment or amendj>euit »hal.
become part ot tbe conatltntlon.

A law will doubtless be passed for the submission
of the proposed amendment to the peoole, on

some day in this or next month; and if approved
by the people, tbe present Legislature will paas a
law authorizing the loans required.

City Polities.
Tn Dkhocjutic Rstcbuoax Gbidul Ouuuiih, for the

;«u 1864, met l«at night at Stuyreeeat Institute, far tbe
purpose of organisation Mr. Jeremiah Towls *u elected
tnsponijr chairman, ud Msssrs. Gallagher and Bole*
temporary tMHtulM. The evening tu taken up la
discusilng the credentials of member* of tha committee.
At about 10 o'clock a rota was taken for a permanent
ohaliman; bat it reunited la do choice. Henry J Allan
had the Urgent number of votes, bnt mta majority.
Beeides Alien, Kmaanel B. Hart, M»«n IMeh, Daly,
Smith. Hasklns, and others, »ere voted for At the com¬
mencement of tbe balloting, Mr Hart stated that ha wis

m t a candidate for chairman, and did not wish his name
to be voted for that tfBoa by his friends. After the
above ballot, It was moved and carried tha* the Commit
tee aljonrn till Thursday evening next, at 7)f e'elock.
Thi Rbhul CoKvrma, for the year 1864, of the Tam¬

many Hall democrats mat last night la tha Coal Hole, for
tha purpose of effeo 'ng aa organisation The evening
was used np in disouselog disputes in regard to the First
and Third wards, which resulted in or taring a new elec¬
tion in thets wards for delegates to tha General Commit¬
tee; such election to b» beld oa Tuesday evening next,
betwrsa tbe lours of 6 and 7 o'clock. Fernando Wood
was thosen temp. rarv cbairmaa «f the Committee last
nifht No election for permanent officers to .k plat*
The evening went c if quietly and amieably, and the meet
log adjourned to meet at the tame plaoe next Wedneaday
evenicg, at 7% o'clock.

Drawing of As phdadslfkla Art-talen.
The aannal drawing of tha Philadelphia Art-Colon took

place on the 81st nit., at tha Mm>ieal Fuad Hall. The
usual addrerawat delivered by Judge Conrad, <vho made
one of hi* happiest efforts oa tbe occasion, ana enchained

a delighted anClenee for nearly aa hourg with a raost
beautiful and aloquent viadlcation of art and artists
Tbe audience waa quite large aad aotwt&ftanllrg the
bad weather, a caaeiderable number of laies were present.
Tbe lilt ber of »ub»erihers was »i8, »nd thsre were flfty
prises to be distributed. Tha pritea wan awarded as
lolkws

16 CIvita Castollwa uear Ron*, by Raaaell Smith.T.
B. «lb»oa, Vicksburg. Miu.

22. Sabbath Morning la Wyoming Vslley, by William
T. Richards.H O. Baaaoa. Portland, Oona.

24. Memory, by P. F. Hothermal.George W. Dewey,
Boatrn

48. Winter Scone by G. QrunewsJd.W 8. Maaon,
Boston
48 Still Life. Fruit, k»., by Thomas Hill- John Pulton,

Waterford, N. T.
60. 8aow Scene, by F. D. B Rishtrds.James F. Hirst,

Fayetto. Miss
Tbe remsInter of tbe prieoe ware drawn by individuals

m Philadelphia aad vicinity.
DKBTmrcriTi Firm in Lorianixi..About 3

o'clock yettordsy morning '.he i>baeeo factor* of
Lowry A Co., on Fifth stree'., netweoa Cheetaut aad Broad¬
en*. waa totally destroyed by ire. The Protestant Kips
eopal Orphan's Asylum, adjoiaiag the factory, was dama-
jed by Bre aad water to the amount r t several hundred
dollars but covered by tnsuranee. The tobaeoo factory
was a sew building. It gave employment to about forty

I ertons all nogroeo. M at of the stock o* maaufaoturod
tobaeoo waa saved, but over 100 hhd«. of strip', aa well aa
all tha materials, ware horned .Mee«rs. 1/5wry k Co.
were Insured to tbe amount of 814 000 In foreign agencies,
via In the Northwaatern, Hartford, sad Hiward, each
88 000. aad la the jKtea aad Home each $2 600. Tha Ira
Is believed, say* the Evening BuUrfim, to have been tbe

" voik of aa iaoeadiary. A negro ball waa given la it aa
ifeturday night, aad a light occurred, in which several
men were te rarely beaten . IxtuuriUe Timrt, Dec. 38.

A trala oa the Eastern Railroad reached Newburyport
oa t he 1st last, with paseeogern la Ova oara. soma of
*hom bad beea seventy (ear hour* oa tha road flroai
Baton, aad ta tha ears all tha time!

¦alls mm Barspa.
in raw TOBK ¦¦¦IT MBMA1A

The Catted States mail ¦teemship PaciSa, Captain Nye,
win leave this port at aoon to morrow, lac Liverpool.
Bafljtt. and all nMnsna>i fcraay edhtoa * toe

Haw Ten Bauu will be reeeived at the toOewtag plaeee
la Ksiape).
Uvtroot Jsha Buntor, Mo. I Paradise street
Lusapa Mlwards, Shadtord A Oo., Me. 17 Oornhlll.

Wm. Thomas * Oa., Me. II Oatherine (tree*.
Parih.Livingston, Wells k Oa., I Plaee do la >eaaM>

B. H. Revoil, Me. IT Bae do la Baaqae.
Tha European maila will eloae at hal/ paat tea o'clock

te morrow morning.
Ike Wan* Hauu> «ill he pabUkfced at half part nine

o'alock tomorrow merning. Stogie lopUe, m ejeppsse,
MxfWIM.

THE ERIE WAR.

The Causes and Consequences of the Diffi¬
culty, by a Citizen of Erie.

DEttEBT OS fHE R10TEE8 IT HARM I.

THEIR EXAMINATION AT PITTSBURG.

SENTENCE OF ONE OP THE RIOTERS.
4c., *«., *«.

We have reoeived the following from a eitisoe of ErW
With a nqaMt to publish it W. have not repaired *
second letter fro n our corrcBpondent R Will he (Ator¬
al with » dally letterT Bow is the oltlien's statement, e»
it appealed In the Boston Herald:.
THK EsILBOAD KXCiTSMKMT AT BBW.ITS OAOM*

AXl> CONriKQUKMClS.
For more than a year !>»*<. " *.* been to o**

readeiH that troub.e exU wd t*-t«e-n
PacnlTl'asla, and the railroad corporation! which havjlald use*. tbrtuih th«ir p.edncti; and recently
oor telcgtaphio r. ports i av» eomUt^d of *>t'M» of out¬
break* U> ^at city. which liave itsulted inJtion or tail* aid other property belonging to thsoecor
nur»-'- ns. HtUl, the tanno* asaigne t for tlinaa
cktuibancee have not been considered by the public *».
ndeeuats to produce ibe effects which ba«r*ul6<kl:
aid thureMe, for the information of our readers ana
tt. EaM.ru *rees gen.r.liji, we hare
suit the ablest authorities of the respective ooctendiet
partes, aud wi 1 endeavor to ilirow some light n^on the

"Ind flrst, we man' refer history for «om» wteeedert
data wbici enter Into th« q estion. In 1774 tUe eomnaM-
sicntrs of Ue rojal Governors of the State* of New York
a>c Pe:>nsvlveoiA fixed upon the forty eecond yallctnorth latitude ae tli» northern boundary of the 8to»e of
PvBnsvlvaB'a. and thu» it remained until the olme of th»
Bevolatioosry war. It was suppo-ed that a lineid»w«from the po<nt ttied upin woulc strike 1-ikewarie lataa
vicinity of Dunkirk aid ensure Psnn-jlvanlaa task
upon the lake of sixty uiiiM in langtA. **»..» **>.York and Obio hi es. *''¦ n, However, in r.e»,thaUa»
« aa rnu, It Interceded the late withla a fr w kunirei
rods ef the Obi* line, at a point some twenty Are mile*
we.t o' tbe present e**V of E'ie.

.Peaasylvama being denirouii of having a harbor on tha>
lake at Pnoque Isle en~es.vor<dto procure a n«ht to tha
aiMnnirg territory from the 3.ate of New York, iato-
wbica, fiorn the hi e ran. ii eeemed to have fallen; bat
upon op.il- g negotiations it appeared that Masseehn-

, etto also clawed the territory in question The negoti¬ations r» -nlted in anappli3*»on from th* Stat* of P.a-
¦rWsnla to tbe geoera ^vernment, which, lo puregana*-tbrreii*. ext'nguirhsd the titles of both Hawaohowtt*
and New Yo-k, and on tbe 3d of March, 1798,the triangala* parcel of 1'i'j.i between the proeeot boood-
ar.e« o( N» . Y«k and Ohio to the Wato ef ''eaneylra^nia, for the con-ider*tiou of ibout oae hundred and ftftythousand dollata B, thl:<M^ PwylWjj*poeeeieea of the hatbor upon L.ke &le oailedLie. ebfeb, ir the Tarlous rt-ports of the topographical
esgineers of 'he I'nit* dtave, le deaifoated ae a oapa-.i.ni- and Bco harbor, and for iha improremtnt of whiob
th« gceerrmentbas expended larje same. l hfcUpon thle harbor, Ere, a little oity of alwat;_rtg»»thousand iniabitatU.the «ceno of the'pr*ent dUBonlttt^.1, bolit It Is is si'uaied clnety Are milee cm' »'
land, ard ninety miles weit »f Buffalo, being about aa -

term'iiate distance betwesn the
recollecteo that the New York aid Erie Hailroad waa fln-
laLed In the ,<ar 1860 to he harbor of
State tf N-w Vork. a point nearly equi<lUteot betwee»>
Bufial > and Erie. The gauge of tbu road wai rtx **.*'*
width, after the complo'i'.u of toe road, those iniereetei
In it fonn(* that the hiurbor t fDankirk wm E0* '*122 tofor a terminus of the roe* Thty therefore

-coBstrnct a road from Our>irk to the P«n.) Wan>aline,of th« same fange wit" tbelr main road,there to tam
a contlnuons ooi.«»ect(i%wlth a

to ft*which wss e be constiuc »d from the eity of Erie to it*
weetern terminus. In pursuance of thU a^angement, *.
railroad about tin.teen mius .^Tn^ifeet apart, nnd«-r the title rf ' Erie and NortleM t RaU-rrad.1?wa> construeted Meantime, the project of con¬
necting Dunkirk with the the Pennsylvaniaabandoned, and the inco-.-plete work tranafsrriM
Bcfalo .nC State Line Railroad Oomp
named company in orfer.sa tbey aay, to faTor neitherW+
New York Central road, which hai a^gauge o' four feet
tight and a half Inches; n w the New Yoik ani Erie road,with a range cf six fret : laid their track from Buffalo to
the Penn.yi rania State line with a gauge of four feet te*
inches; aud now it is chetged by the citlione «W»

at tber have made two nunooeeeary break*, one^ aft
Boff.lo and one at vunki-k, whereae, bad a «x feet
gang- been mace to tbe S ate line there would, ha»*b*eo a rontinuciiB conemotion. Tia New York aad KnjRailroad between tha cittf»n of Saw York and Snattba ^auga b«en fonr ftet a ght and a half Inchas be.waao
BnfT.lo and Brie there wonld haee been an uniform
gunge over the New York C-ttr.l road, between firto Iwad.
tke n-etrnpolia of the Eiop.ra State. Eitaer * tott of
ttorm couli bate been done n aooordance "1th the gaugelaws i,f Pennsylvania which existed
tue«..«pectiT. roaie. Tie ctlxenaef F«e'Objected to a.
break of gang- between tre-n and the Atl»atf« o
cither at Buffalo or Doikirk. The BttffalonleM
tended that there .hould b- no breakofgaage bet
their eity and Jiereland, and demaaded that the toot
t-aek frcm the Sute line t.) Erie, laid down In
®f tk« eou'ract above menttowd, should be changwd to
eorre'pctid with their western, and Uie Ohlo
was acopted oy the Franklin Caual
from Erie west to the Ohio line, the pottt Of
with tbe Cleveland. PatnesHlie and Ashtabula
Should this be achieved It wenM make a oooUnuou#
through track of tbe s.me iraage frem Olevriand to Oun
kirk, wheie those who wished to proceed to New Yorttwould chat ge to a six feet gauge, or eastward to Buffalo.
wk<r» New Y. rl passergers would change to a t»uge of
four feet eight and a half inehea, thai making a break 1*
both routes eaat of Erie

...Taeci ia'nsof Erie deny that they em adycoatod abreak of gauge In their clt, f,r the purpoee of
luncheon tribute oa pes-engerv, a«some of the Pr**h*J*ooutended; and that when the tracks of tbe trie and
Northeast and Franklin Canal Railroad Oompantaa CMr.ToC c", the, understood that both
wonld go to the barber ; and it was expre* .? prwidoain the charter ol the latter.roed that itshoult run
lake. Instead of thl», however these roadi we^ agetoetthe wishes of the eltixens. ecneUueted through the fdtTof Eile. parallel with, and oue and a quarter mile* froen
the hatbor. cennecting in the centre and iater»eettn«
every longitudinal stnet la the city, thus d*raagi»«^jfreountry trade by trave-si..g thoroughfares, aud paralv_x'ng tbelr oommeroe for want of a proximity of their

tT*(«y1r?*h»t* the respeTtlre oompaBiee erer hai anyright to rnn their road through tnetr eity on their MMt
trsck, either from autnority in their ehartera, or ^per¬mission ftom then.selvcs, the citiaeei <f Erie have tor a.
long time coeailered these track* as public nulsanaee,»a*bave repeatedly threateaed t > abate that autaaaea, unleee
these roads complied with the provlsloas of their char¬
ters, or the wishee of the cltUeae. This verbal coatro-
versy has been waxing wa-mer and warmer, until tha
present month, when tbe corporation of the Erie aid
Ncrtheast road, in conjunction with the B- tloulane, at-
t» n> |.ti (l to substitute a gauge of four feet u a laches for
that cf six feet At thi« tbe corporate aathcritiee of
Erie in pursuance of their city ordinances, cat down the
railroad bridges and removed the traak of the Brie and
Northeast road so far aa It obstructed their streets.
A few dsys before ties* outbreaks, bills war* filed la

tbe (Jnlied "tat.. Circuit Court of the Weetern District of
Penasjlraaia. by the two railroad corporations, askingthe Court to restrain by injunolion the earporato aatheri-
tiee ef Erie, and individuals acting aader them, from
executing tbe aforeeaid ordinaneee. The Mils asked for a
perpetual Irjnnstlon, but also prayed for a preliminaryinjunction, to the seme end, durlsg the pending ef the
suit. The motion for tbe p-el mtaary lajaastiou was ar¬
gued by Messrs. Stanton and Lo imia, of Pittsburg, tor tha
ermplalnants, and by Jadg* "hompeon aad Mr. Babbitt, 'of
Erie, srd Col Black cf 1'kt.borg, for the I snseadsate^
when, after a week c nsumed in tha bearing, Judge Irwin,
oe Saturdsy. tbe 17th Inst , granted the preliminary in¬
junction in ths ease of the Erie aad Northeast rsaa, and
refassd It ia the casa of the franklin Oac»l Company's
road ; which, It will be observed, does not touih tha
merits of the main caie but reetoalas the authorltiee at
Erie from committing waste upon tbe Erie anl Northeast
road until the senses shall be flaally adjudicated.

Another objection which thud* liens of Erie urge to the
pr**enttra:ks of tbe two railroads we have named le
tbis, a ra lroad is now la operation from Philadelphia to
Ponbrry, and is progressing westwardly tie Willtamsport
towards Erie Tne dlei ai e* betsreea the two tact earned
place Is 2S2 miles. Kri. hat suheeribed half a million,
and it is expected that the city ofPhiladelphia will seem
subscribe two millions of dollars, fort leeompletioaof the
Kile aad itaobury >oad, wbieh would make a shorter
route frcm tbe lake to ao A' laatic eity then any other.
Bat it ie feared that If tbe through gangs from BaMnfcv
Cleveland prevails the eity of Philadelphia will withhold
tbe subscription, because the Erie aad Sawbury rend
wonld not stand aa good a chanoe for freight and peona¬
gere. with an unbrrken gsuge. as BaOalo, the tsi mines oC
the Nsw York Central road, new does Erie doee not da
sire aa anfrnessery br*ak of gauge for her own interest;bat inasmuch aa the Ohio gauge, four feet tee tnchse.
diiftrt frem (I e New York gauge, which is four foot eight
aad a h«lf iachee, there nstist neeeeeertly be a break
srmewbere she cays that from her poeltion aad eon
merce she baa a good right to demand that the fclboada
which are p< rmltted to eio-s aorthweetern rsneeyliaelashall conform to her ln.eretts, at least in ernne aartUa*
lars.
The aeilca at Erie has been called the action ofa art,

Such a charge tbe dtii «s of Erie ledignaatly repel, sad
say that what has been done aad what maybe doae, la ead
will te, In scoordanoe with their city ordinances, elrieh
militate against no laws cf tbe State or Catoa. Theierge
force which was called out wss gathered la eoaseqs
of threats from Clevelead aad Buffalo that they a
bring down upon Brie sufficient numbers to p- svia>Mr
action. Any act of oSbaslve force towards individuate^
save what necesearlly accrued in ramevieg tails ia!
btWges, was dieoonntonaneed by the aathoricleo ead wa
bear < f no eases of personal violence save the throwing
of en egg or two during the proceedings.
We bare thus given the .tarn of the railroad war, as

represented to us by some of the leading eitiaeas of
Erie.

thb ma wa«.BimtR raoswrs or law, oian,
Am UTBIBITTIOH.

[fro* Ik* Albany Jonraa', Ju. 4 ]
Tho rrlidd 8t»t*« Mar«h*l BUto a jwiirt « Ik*

rioter » of H.rbor Ora»« 9aarfay aTaatng. H*UlMlaAa4<
lag ary of tun, for th»lr iota. had k<« kafora him. M
Ut B»xt morul»t ka oancht them at horn*, ud with
tbfir door* op»n. u< stud th«n all to appaarMM tk*
eoart at Pltubam .. Tknrrd«y (in-monow )It i« raportad that tka Oorvnxw doaa nt gtr* than tfca
rahttiiaat i upport thay »xp <el»d froaa hg,M kaa aa
nnpl»»»»rt a§y of irqglna# for "faola," and daaa Hi
tkiak it 4 prvdm" to |ro »o far as to "rtaiato tka kwr
aii' d#»tr j property " Tj» Kria paopla ara la coma oon- %
kUraatioa, and ara h«f(nnla{ o eoant tka noat, vkleb
inakaa Uwm raorb mora piciflj; Utoafh aoma art «tlll
dlapoaad to to tolllfarMt Nokoey mm to to llMMiirt


